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British Empire. The whole of the Army Re-
serve was called out and the Colonies volun-
teered to send contingents. It was announced
that, as the campaign in Natal would require
the undivided attention of General Buller,
Lord Roberts had been appointed Com-
mander-in-Chief with Kitchener as his Chief-
of-Staff.
Leaving Khartoum on December 18, the new
Chief-of-Staff hastened to Alexandria and em-
barked on a fast cruiser, H.M.S. Isis. An
officer of that ship says that Kitchener suffered
badly from sea-sickness and scarcely appeared
before they arrived at Gibraltar on the 27th.
There he was transferred to join Roberts on
the Dunnottar Castle. During the fortnight's
voyage to Cape Town there was time for care-
ful consideration of the problem before them.
Hopes had been cherished that Buller's fresh
attempt to relieve Ladysmith might be more
successful, but on January n news came in of
another set-back at Vaalkrantz on the Tugela.
White's garrison was now reduced to very
short rations, but Roberts wisely resisted the
temptation to rush matters, and spent three
weeks in Cape Town before leaving for the
Front He believed that a big movement on
Bloemfontein, by calling the commandos in
that direction, would automatically relieve both
Kimberley and Ladysmith. It was commonly
understood that the advance would be direct,
up the main line into the Free State, and every-
thing was done to encourage this belief. So
strong was the impression that it reached the